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(54) PRODUCTION OF CINNAMIC ACID 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To obtain a cinnamic acid of high quality useful as a raw 
material for perfumes, medicines, pressure-sensitive paper and 
industrial chemicals easily at a low cost, by hydrolyzing a cinnamic 



a catalyst. 

CONSTITUTION: A cinnamic acid ester of the formula (R1 is H, 
halogen, 1W4C alkyl and alkoxyl; R2 is H or 1W6C alkyl; R3 is 1W4C 
alkyl), e.g. methyl cinnamate, as a raw material is hydrolyzed with 
water in the presence of an acid catalyst having <2pKa value if 
necessary in a solvent at 50W140°C under ordinary pressure to afford 
the aimed cinnamic acid. An acid catalyst, e.g. p-toluenesulfonic acid, 
benzenesulfonic acid, sulfuric acid or a solid acid catalyst such as 
"Diaion PK-208" (manufactured by Mitsubishi Chemical Industries 
Limited) which is a strongly acidic cation exchange resin having < 

2pKa value and sulfonic acid functional groups may be used as the above-mentioned acid catalyst. The 
amount of the acid to be used is 0.001W10mol based on 1mol raw material of the formula. 
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